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Introduction

If you've recently inherited a property, chances are you're facing more questions
than answers. Whether you're grieving, managing family expectations, or just
trying to figure out what to do next, this guide is here to help you make clear,
informed decisions without getting overwhelmed. At HI Property Relief, we
understand that this isn’t just about property—it’s about peace of mind.

Who We Are

HI Property Relief specializes in helping people navigate the challenges that
come with inherited and distressed properties. Whether you'’re dealing with
probate, managing a property from out of state, or just unsure what to do next,
our mission is simple: to give you clear options and genuine support—without
pressure or judgment.

We're not realtors. We're not flippers looking for a quick deal. We're local
property experts who take the time to understand your situation, answer your
qguestions, and provide solutions that fit your needs. Founded by Meredith
Zuno, HI Property Relief was built to serve people first—offering guidance,
relief, and a clear way forward when it matters most.

We created this guide to help individuals like you gain clarity during what can
often feel like a confusing and emotional time. It's designed to walk you through
the very first steps—so you can feel more prepared, more informed, and more in
control of your next move.
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Don’t assume
you can sell or rent

1. What You Need to Know First

Before jumping into any decisions, take a moment to the property
understand the basics of where you stand legally. If .
the property hasn't gone through probate, that until the Iegal

process will likely need to begin. Probate is a legal step .
that helps verify the will and officially transfers prOCBSS IS
ownership. You may also need to identify who legally Cla”’ﬁed.
has authority to act on behalf of the estate. That might

be you, or it might be another relative or executor.

2. Securing and Assessing the Property

Make sure the property is safe and stable. If it's vacant, consider changing the
locks, stopping mail delivery, and checking the utilities. Walk through the house
and take notes or photos of anything that looks damaged, outdated, or
dangerous. Pay close attention to roofing, plumbing, electrical, and signs of
mold or pests. If the property has been sitting, small issues can escalate quickly.

You need to know what you're
working with before making any
decisions.
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3. What Documents You’ll Need

Start gathering the paperwork that gives you authority and context. This may
include:

e Death certificate Getting
¢ Will or trust documents organized now
* Property deed or title saves serious

e Mortgage or lien information
¢ Insurance policies
o Utility and tax bills

headaches later.

Having these on hand helps you understand legal status, financial obligations,
and next steps.

4. How to Avoid Common Emotional &
Financial Pitfalls

Holding on to an inherited property out of guilt or

nostalgia can lead to financial strain. Every month
Don'’t let emotions you wait may mean more money spent on taxes,
delay the decisions insurance, and maintenance. Families can also
struggle with conflict if expectations aren'’t clear.
We've seen it time and again: waiting too long to
make a plan often leads to resentment, stress, and
lost value.

that protect your long-
term wellbeing.
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5. Should You Sell, Rent, or Keep It?

This is where logic and strategy come in. Ask yourself:

e Do you live nearby?

¢ Are you emotionally or financially prepared to be a landlord?

e Is the property in good shape, or will it need repairs?

* Do you have agreement from other heirs (if applicable)?
It's okay not to know yet, but asking the right questions will lead you to the
right path.

Your decision should
fit your life, not the
other way around.
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6. Red Flags That Could Cost You Later

Look out for hidden risks:

Uncover issues e Outstanding property taxes or utility bills
i ¢ Existing mortgages or home equity loans
early’ Wh’Ie you ¢ Code violations or liens
Stl” hGVG tlme to e Disputes over ownership or title
Ignoring these can lead to major financial or
solve them. legal complications.

7. How to Get Help Without Getting
Taken Advantage Of

Not all help is created equal. Be wary of high-pressure tactics, overly complex
contracts, or anyone who won't explain things clearly. A trustworthy property
buyer or advisor should:
o Offer a fair, no-pressure consultation
¢ Help you understand all your options
. . . H )
 Explain the process in plain language The rlght help won't

e Be transparent about any fees or costs jUSt save you time—

it will protect your
peace of mind.



Inherited Property Checklist

[ ] Confirm probate status and identify legal authority

[ ] Secure the property: locks, utilities, mail

[ 1 Walk through and document the condition

[ ] Collect key documents: deed, will, mortgage,
insurance, taxes

[ ] Estimate holding costs
(utilities, taxes, maintenance)

[ ] Discuss next steps with other heirs (if applicable)

] Research your options: sell, rent, or keep

[ ] Identify potential red flags or title issues

[ ] Schedule a free consultation with a reputable
property expert

[] Begin building your action plan
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You're navigating more than just paperwork. You’re managing a property tied to
memories, emotions, and major decisions. The Inherited Property Game Plan
was designed to help you take control with confidence, avoid costly mistakes,
and move forward with clarity.

Need a trusted local partner to walk you through your options? HI Property
Relief is here to help—with no pressure, no hidden fees, and your best interest
in mind. Whether you're ready to take action or still sorting through your
options, you don't have to do it alone. We're here to listen, answer your
questions, and help you decide what’s best for you and your situation.

Start with a no-pressure, complimentary consultation:

hipropertyrelief.com/contact/


https://hipropertyrelief.com/contact/
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HI Property Relief, the public brand of Heartland Investors LLC, is a property
investment company that helps individuals and families navigate the emotional
and financial challenges of inherited, distressed, or unwanted properties. With a
people-first, solutions-oriented approach, HI Property Relief provides flexible
options including direct purchases, probate guidance, and property
consultations with transparency, respect, and no pressure to sell.

Whether you're facing probate, foreclosure, or a complicated family situation,
HI Property Relief is here to make the next step easier.

“Every property has a story—and so
does every seller. My role is to listen
first, then help you find the option

that feels right for you.”

-Meredith Zuno
Founder
HI Property Relief

Founded by Meredith Zuno, a trusted
local investor with a reputation for
integrity and empathy, HI Property Relief
reflects her mission to simplify complex
property issues with clarity and care.
Meredith brings both expertise and
compassion to every conversation,
making sure sellers feel understood

and valued.

hipropertyrelief.com
609-200-6311
meredith@heartland-investors.com
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